
                                 
 
 
 

                             Offertory 2016 Needed 

 
            Balance to cover expenses 
                                       Week $3375.00            Month $13500.00      

Dec 4th           $3,342.88          $10,157.12 

Dec 8th           $   795.50          $  9,361.62 

Dec 11th            $3,449.71          $  5,911.91 

Dec. 18th            $2,388.75          $  3,523.16 

Dec. 25th      

   

Total   

     
 

         
      “Remember: sparse sowing, sparse reaping; sow bountifully, and you will reap  
          bountifully.”      (2Cor.9:6) 
 
         “Ademas fíjense: quien siembra con mezquindad, con mezquindad cosechara, 
          y quien hace siembras generosas, generosas cosechas tendrá.” (2 Corintios 9,6) 

                                                                                   

                         
 
 
 
 

           

           St. Joseph Catholic Church 
                                                 150 E. First St   
                                            P.O. Box 1315 
                                        Prineville, OR 97754 
                       Rev. Fr. Joseph Kunnelaya T, Administrator 
 

                                              
 
              Vigil Mass Saturday 5:00 pm     Sunday Mass 9:00 am English 
                                             12:00 Noon Spanish 

 

                  Nativity of the Lord ** Christmas Day 
                                   December 25, 2016  
                                             
                 Parish Office Administrative Assistant:  Anne Greenwood 
      Office Hours: Monday -Thursday 9:00am-12:00 noon and 1:00 pm- 5:00 pm 
             Office: 541-447-6475 Rectory: Evenings 7pm-9pm  541-420-4458 
                                        Office Fax 541-416-9141 
                            Email: stjosephparish@bendbroadband.com 
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Sacraments 
Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday: 3:30- 4:30pm  
Other times by appointment 
 
Sacrament of Baptism or Marriage 
Contact Fr. Joseph for preparation 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
 
Mass Intentions Dec. 24th – Dec. 30th          
Sat. 8am –  
Sat. 5pm – For the People 
Sun. 10am – Lu Streetman (RIP) 
Mon. 8am – Harley Mayfield (health)                             
Tues. 8am –  
Wed.  8am – No Mass 
Thurs. 8am – Bruce Greenwood (sp Int) 
Fri. – 12:15pm- No Mass 
1 hour Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament following Mass 
 

    Mass  Schedule 

Sun. Rosary: half hour before Mass       
Date: January 1st, 2016 
Led by: The Ushers 
 
Daily Readings Dec 26th – Jan 1st                  
Mon – Act 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mat.10:17-22 
Tues – 1 Jo 1:1-4; Joh 20:1a, 2-8 
Wed – 1 Jo: 15-2:2; Mat 2:13-18 
Thurs – 1 Jo 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Fri – Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Mat 2:13-15, 19-23 
Sat – 1 Jo 2:18-21; Joh 1:1-18 
Sun. – Num 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 

              
 
Please Remember the Following: 
Lloy McDaniel; Linda Arian; Lorin; Jack 
Thompson; Ron & Tanya Deasly; Dan 
Browning; Patricia Carroll; Savanna King; Rita 
Witchman; David & Carol Leonard; Billie 
Lanier; Kate Erickson; Born Family; Dan Christ; 
Linda Christ; Sammi Pedersen; Bob & Lola 
Godat; Fred Vandehey; Gal Kessel; Debbie 
Enneberg Carmen Orsi; Katie Jordon; Mindy 
Hopfer; Joanne Besio; Mike Mulvihill;   
Jennifer Christy; Chuck & Dee Wettstein; Paul 
Paquin; Carlos Coit; Rosemary Boe; Jeff Born; 
Peggy Kasberger; Glen Johnston; Jessie Sharp; 
Hazel Engstrom; Ann Pedersen; Jan Sletager; 
Richard Moore; Hans Kaumanns; Jim Lanning; 
Cal and Bernice Dubisar; Dolores Myers; 
Heather Messick; Family of Ralph and Mary 
Lee; Jeanne Enos; Kim Remppel; Deborah 
Horrell; Hernan Enrique Caceres; Verconica 
Natalia Chavez; Maria Sol Montel; Veronica 
Rodriguez; Luz Alejandra Bringas,; Carolina 
Silvia Brizuela Perez; Rodolfo Martin 
Arruabarrena; Gustavo Caceres, Susan 
Markie, Ben Ryan, Anne Pimentel Hehr; 
Nettie Irene Downing, Kara Bachand, Doug 
Bristow  for the special intentions of our 
parishioners and others. 

 
 
 
 

Fr. Joseph’s Corner… 
 

Let us have a story today . . . 

 
ONCE UPON A TIME, there was a man who 

looked upon Christmas as a lot of humbug. He 

wasn't a Scrooge. He was a very kind and 

decent person, generous to his family, and 

upright 

in all his dealings with other people. But, he 

didn't believe all that stuff about an 

incarnation, which churches proclaim at 

Christmas. And he was too honest to pretend 

that he did. “I am truly sorry to distress you,” 

he told his wife, who was a faithful 

churchgoer, but I simply cannot understand 

this claim that God “became man. It doesn’t 

make any sense to me.” 

Then on Christmas Eve, his wife and 

children went to church for the Midnight 

Mass. He declined to accompany them. “I'd 

feel like a hypocrite,” he explained. “I'd much 

rather stay at home. But I'll wait up for you.” 

Shortly after his family drove away in the 

car, snow began to fall. He went to the 

window and watched the flurries getting 

heavier and heavier. “If we must have a 

Christmas,” he reflected, “it's nice to have a 

white one.” He went back to his chair by the 

fireside and began to read his newspaper.  

 A few minutes later, he was startled by a 

thudding sound. It was quickly followed by 

another, then another. He thought that 

someone must be throwing snow balls at his 

living room window. 

When he went to the front door to 

investigate, he found a flock of birds huddled 

miserably in the snow. They had been caught 

in the storm and, in a desperate search for 

shelter, had tried to fly through his window. “I 

can't let those poor creatures lie there and 

freeze,” he thought. “But, how can I help 

them?” 

Then he remembered the barn where the 

children’s pony was stabled. It would provide 

a warm shelter. He quickly put on his coat and 

galoshes and tramped through the deepening 

snow to the barn. He opened the doors wide 

and turned on the light. But the birds didn't 

come in. 

“Food will bring them in,” he thought. So 

he hurried back to the house for bread crumbs, 

which he sprinkled on the snow to make a trail 

into the barn. 

To his dismay, the birds ignored the bread 

crumbs and continued to flop around 

helplessly in the snow. He tried shooing them 

into the barn by walking around and waving 

his arms. They scattered in every direction—

except into the warm, lighted barn. 

“They find me a strange and terrifying 

creature,” he said to himself, “and I can’t seem 

to think of any way to let them know that they 

can trust me. If only I could be a bird myself 

for a few minutes, perhaps I could lead them 

to safety.” 

Just at that moment, the church bells 

began to ring. He stood silently for a while, 

listening to the bells pealing the glad tidings of 

Christmas. Then he sank to his knees in the 

snow. “Now I understand,” he whispered. 

“Now I see why you had to do it.” (Author 

Unknown)  

  

—Prayerful wishes, Fr. Joseph 



             Rosary Schedule 

  December 25th – The Youth  
  January 1st – Ushers 
  January 8th – Eucharistic Ministers 
  January 15th Knights of Columbus 
 
   
               
 

 The Knights of Columbus Offer breakfast 
every first Sunday of the month after the 
9am Mass. For January breakfast will 
be January 8th after the 9am Mass 
 
 
 
 

               Social Time  
Please join us for coffee after the Sunday 
9:00 am Mass Sunday Coffee Hour 
Schedule 
 
No Coffee Hour December 25th 
January 1st -    Betty Viescas 
January 15- Carol Smith 
January 22 – Albina Stagnoli 
January 29th- Sammie Petersen and  
                         Karin Davis 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Choir Practice 
Choir on Wednesday’s from 5:00pm – 
6:00 pm 
 
 

 
Respect Life News 
"One who has hope lives differently”. 
What can we do to give hope to those 
with an unplanned pregnancy or suffering 
from an abortion? 
~Pope Benedict XVI~ 
 
The RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT COLLECTION 
which will be held on December 10th and 11th, 
you will find envelopes in the pews. The need 
to generously support this fund is self-evident. 
 
The Priests, generally speaking, have never 
been a well-paid category so that it is not rare 
to find the retired individuals among them, 
after having spent themselves in the service of 
the people, lacking funds to enjoy the well-
deserved rest and comforts of old age. 
 
As for the Religious, formerly the retired 
individuals among them used to be supported 
with what was saved from the earnings of the 
active members.  But now, since the ratio of 
the active members to the retired ones has 
reduced drastically, the Religious 
Congregations find it extremely difficult to 
find enough funds to meet the needs of the 
latter.  The purpose of the RETIREMENT FUND 
is precisely to make good this deficiency. 
 
It is up to the faithful in whose service the 
Priests and the Religious spend themselves, to 
make sure that the latter do not lack the 
funds that are needed to make it possible for 
them to spend their last days on this earth in 
relative ease and comfort.  So do contribute 
generously to the Fund in token of your love 
and concern for them. 

 

Parish News 

The Parish Office will be closed 
Monday, December 26th. 
 
There will be no weekday Mass on 
Wednesday December 28th and Friday 
December 30th.  
 
2017 Parish Calendars have come 
please pick up your copy in the church 
vestibule or the parish office. 
 
The Knights of Columbus will have 
their breakfast this month on January 
8th after the 9am Mass.  
 
Coffee Hour will be Sunday January 
1st after the 9am Mass 
 
Confession times have changed to 
3:30pm to 4:30pm on Saturdays 
 
The offertory envelopes for 2017 
are ready in the vestibule for pick up. 
Please take yours.  If you want to use 
the new 2017 envelopes we have more 
in the Parish Office.  
 
Religious Ed. Classes: There will be 
no classes Dec, 28th and 29th, resuming 
January 4th 2017. 
 
There will be no Bible Study 
December 28th because of the holiday 
break. We will resume January 4th. 
 

RCIA Classes: There will be no 
classes on December 29th and will 
resume January 5th.  
 

Winter is here.  The Parish needs 
volunteers to remove snow from the 
sidewalks, stairs and areas around the 
Church, Rectory and Parish 
Hall.  There is a sign-up sheet in the 
Vestibule for volunteers.  Please sign 
up for a week you will be 
available.  Then, pray for 
sunshine.  Thank you! 

                                   
Wishing you a Merry Christmas 
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The Nativity of the Lord 

        1st R. Isa. 52:7-10 
        Res. Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 
        2nd R. Heb. 1:1-6 
        Gospel Accl.  
        Gospel Joh.1:1-18 
 

      Christmas Message 

 
We celebrate the Incarnation of God as a 
baby today as Good News because we 
have a Divine Savior. As our Savior, Jesus 
liberated us from slavery to sin by his 
suffering, death and Resurrection, and he 
atoned for our sins. 
So every Christmas reminds us that we 
need a Savior every day, to free us from 
our evil addictions and unjust, impure and 
uncharitable tendencies. This Christmas 
also challenges us to accept Jesus in the 
manger as our saving God and personal 
Savior and to surrender our lives to him, 
allowing him to rule our hearts and lives 
every day in the New Year. 
 
First and foremost, Christmas is an event 
of light, it is a feast of light: The Readings 
resonate the theme of light, and the Baby 
in the manger is the Light of the world. In 
the Gospel Reading of today from St. Luke, 
light surrounds the shepherds as the 
Angels sing their praises of God. Also, in 
the First Reading of today from the 
prophet Isaiah, we hear - “The people who 

walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; upon those who dwelt in the land of 
gloom a light has shone.” A truly 'great' 
light indeed, because the light which 
radiates from the humility of the crib is the 
light of the new creation. In the Child of 
Bethlehem the primordial light once more 
shines in humanity’s heaven and dissipates 
the clouds of sin. 
  
Secondly, Christmas is an event of love, it 
is a feast of love: John in his Gospel says, 
“For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that whoever believes in 
him, will not perish, but will have eternal 
life.” Christmas is God's self-gift laid in 
human hands, in the person of Jesus Christ 
for the salvation of mankind and it really 
tells how magnanimously God loves us and 
cares for us. The Magi came from the east 
to worship the Lord and they brought him 
gifts. We too, in response to God's great 
love, need to give ourselves to him as gifts. 
Christmas thus is also seen as a feast of 
gifts, and exchange of gifts with our loved 
ones has become a common practice 
during this time. 
  
Thirdly, Christmas is an event of joy, it is a 
feast of joy: The angel said to the 
shepherds, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, Who is the Messiah, 
the Lord.” Evidently, the whole 
atmosphere is suffused with joy, the joy of 

the angels and of the shepherds as they 
hasten to Bethlehem to find the new-born 
child. Actually, joy is a theme which goes 
right through the infancy narrative in 
Luke’s gospel.  
  
Fourthly, Christmas is an event of peace, it 
is a feast of peace: And suddenly there was 
a multitude of the heavenly host with the 
angel, praising God and saying: "Glory to 
God in the highest and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests." (v. 14). 
That peace is the shalom of God – life 
experienced in all its fullness, richness, and 
completeness in accord with the will of 
God. The angelic song conveys the 
message that true peace on earth is 
available only to those with the good will 
to receive it by doing the will of God, thus 
giving Him glory.  
  
Fifthly, Christmas is an event of hope, it is 
a feast of hope: Christmas is not just one 
day, but a season which lasts for twelve 
days, concluding on Epiphany. The 
extension of the feast should remind us to 
continue to share our joy at the comings of 
the Messiah – the first some 2000 years 
ago, the last at the 'Parousia' or 'Second 
coming,' and all those occurring between 
the two, as we live our daily lives. This is 
what Paul expresses in his letter to Titus, in 
the Second Reading of today - “The grace 
of God has appeared, saving all and … as 
we await the blessed hope, the 
appearance of the glory of our great God 

and savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
to deliver us … eager to do what is good.” 
  
But lastly, the real meaning of Christmas 
actually is 'Emmanuel,' God-with-us – God 
coming down to us; God coming alongside 
us; God seeking us out; God revealing 
Himself to us; God bringing us forgiveness, 
healing, comfort, moral strength, 
guidance. Each one of us has, deep down 
in our soul, an incredible hunger: a hunger 
for purpose and meaning; a hunger to feel 
and celebrate the redeeming, forgiving, 
sustaining love of God; a hunger to be in 
the presence of God. Christmas is special 
because it reminds us concretely that God 
is indeed with us. In every circumstance of 
life, even when we are frightened or lonely 
or in sorrow, God is with us. As we 
celebrate the incarnation of the Word of 
God this Christmas, we must make a 
conscious effort, both to remember that 
Jesus is always with us, especially in the 
Eucharist, and to share our joy in His 
presence with others. So let’s go home to 
the heart of Christmas and embrace Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and Savior. 
 

           



 

  
 
 
 


